Town Of Crawford

425 Hwy 92,Crawford, Co. 81415-0056 * (970)921-4725 * Fax (970)921-4726

Town Council Meeting PUBLIC HEARING 
November 7, 2018 Wednesday 6:45 PM PUBLIC HEARING ON WATER/SEWER RATE INCREASE
REGULAR MEETING BEGINS AT 7:00 PM
Minutes
ROLL CALL
Wanda Gofforth
Hetty Todd Absent
John Paton

Ralph Clark
Mike Tiedeman
 
Bruce Bair 

Jessica Hart

Cally Gallegos

Chris Johnson

PUBLIC HEARING 6:45
Mayor Wanda Gofforth opens the Public hearing in regards to the rate increase for water and sewer to balance the budget for the year 2019 and to continue to maintain the towns current infrastructures and to build the reserves for capital improvements for the future.  

The Mayor stated that the notice had been published in the DCI and the town website and also printed on the utility bills sent out on November 1, 2018.  The Mayor ask if Bruce Bair, Public Works Director had comments about the current rate increase.  Bruce stated that he had worked diligently the last week, on the numbers for the sewer and water and came to the conclusion that we did not need to increase the rate as much as we thought.  Bruce proposed that we increase the water reserve by $.50 to bring the reserve for capital improvements to the 10% that the Board had discussed in previous meetings.  He also, proposed that we increase the sewer $1.50 and the sewer reserve $1.00.  The council all agreed that would be a lot better that what was previously proposed and stated that they trusted Bruce.  Jim Crook stated that Bruce did a great job, and that he thinks the rate increase was good.  Chris Brown asked what the money was being spent on and Bruce and Cally explained what the items were in the budget.  Chris also asked what the condition of the water and sewer.  Bruce stated that at some point we will need to dredge the lagoon and that at some point in the next few years, (he will address that in 2020) we will need to replace the water tank and possibly add a second tank so that we would have a backup.  

Wanda asked for any other input.  No one else had comments.  Public hearing closed at 7:10

1. CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER

2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA- Wanda asked for a motion to approve the agenda.  Chris Johnson made a motion to approve the agenda, Jessica Hart second the motion.  Motion Passes 
3. CONSENT AGENDA

Wanda Calls for a motion to approve the minutes and the disbursements and Ralph Clark ask the Clerk to amend the October 3 minutes to remove the ‘s on his last name.
Minutes from October – Ralph Clark makes a motion to approve the minutes as amended, and the disbursements.  Mike Tiedeman seconds the motion.  Motion passes
Disbursements
4. NON-AGENDA ITEMS – Collenette Vervloet talks about the Pioneer day festival.  They are no longer using “Festival of Trees”  
5. ANNOUNCEMENTS

6. OLD BUSINESS* 

Increase water/sewer rates – Council agrees that they trust Bruce to make the increase fair and correct.  And they thank Bruce for his diligence.  Ralph Clark also thanked Cally for her work also.  
Wanda calls for a motion, Mike Tiedeman makes a motion to approve the rate increase for the water fund, Ralph Clark seconds the motion.  Motion passes 4 yes and 1 opposed.  Wanda calls for a motion for the Sewer fund increase, Chris Johnson makes a motion to increase the proposed sewer fee increases, Mike Tiedeman seconds the motion.  Motion passes with no-one opposed 

Transfer fee for water/sewer – Table until Cally does further research.
7. NEW BUSINESS*
Joe Oglesby water appointment letter of support – Mike Tiedeman makes a motion to send letter of support to the Crawford water conservancy  for the appointment of Joe Oglesby to represent the Town of Crawford to replace Robert Pearce.  John Paton seconds the motion.  Motion passes.
8. PUBLIC NON - AGENDA ITEMS
a. Public Works – Bruce will begin to get the Christmas lights ready for the lighting on the 23rd of November.  Bruce has receive a quote on the sidewalks in front of the park along the highway.  He will also get bids for the caps on the rock wall and the sidewalk leading out to the highway.  
b. Board Members – John reports nothing from the Juvenile diversion.  Jessica reports that the Chamber is still working on the bids for the replacement of the signs coming into town.  Chris Johnson thanked the county for stripping the Fruitland mesa road.  He also stated that the 4 way stop on Cedar and Fruitland seemed to be working well.  
c. Clerk – Cally asked the council for guidance on a over due account that the customer asked the town to let him make payments after Cally sent him a letter stating that we would place a lien on his property if he does not pay.  Cally agreed to accept payments, but has not seen any payments from him.  Cally can only file a lien November 1- the 15th so she asked if the council would like her to place the lien if he doesn’t pay before the 15th.  They all agreed that she should file lien by the 15th of November.  Cally ask if the town was going to donate money to the Hotchkiss community dinner this year.   After discussion the Board agreed that it is a worthy cause and that we have money left over in our budget.  Mike Tiedeman makes a motion that the town donate $200 to the community dinner, John Paton seconds the motion.  Motion passes.  Cally announced that she was working on the signatures for Elevate.   She needed 6 signatures and she got 14.  So Elevate will now begin the process to install high speed internet here in Crawford.  Cally explained that she received the unofficial audit from Pera and it looks as though Pera owes the town $80.
d. Mayor’s Report- Mayor thanked Bruce and Cally for the work that they do.  The Next meeting will be December 5th , for the Public hearing for the Budget and to approve the budget.   
9. POSSIBLE AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 

10. ADJOURNMENT 8:00pm
*POSSIBLE ACTION ON ALL AGENDA ITEMS UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED*
