Town Of Crawford

P.O. Box 56 * Crawford, Co. 81415-0056 * (970)921-4725 * Fax (970)921-4726

 Town Council Meeting 

September 21, 2016 Wednesday 7:00 PM 
WORK Session
Meeting Minutes
Call to order 

Roll call of members
Pledge of Allegiance 

Public Non Agenda Items

Jay Ziegler wants the town to reconsider MMJ store in town.  Then he asks Wanda Gofforth “Do you have no sense of decency woman, you really need to resign.”
Kathy Steckel – North Fork Ambulance

Last year they asked meeting attendees throughout the North Fork area what they wanted to see with the Ambulance service. Three key targets came out of those discussions:

1. Quick Response Time

2. Increased Level of Care

3. For the Ambulance to be Financially Stable

They currently have 2 ambulance in Paonia; 1 in Crawford; and 2 in Hotchkiss. They receive approximately 700 calls per year. The North Fork Ambulance service is committed to keeping what we have in place going into the future. If they had to go from Volunteer to a paid staff the cost would be require a mill levy approval, cost well over a million dollars, and the Crawford branch would be closed. Their current program can work with the support of the North Fork residents. They currently have 6 “Advanced Care” provider personnel with 2 more presently in school. They've received a Grant for a “Quick Response Vehicle”. It's a white Toyota 4Runner and it will have North Fork Ambulance labels on its sides for identification. This individual will likely be the first on the scene when calls are received.  At the end of 2014 they had a large budget deficit. At the end of 2015, after revamping their system for processing charges, they still had a budget deficit, but it was significantly lower ($40,000). The good news is that 2016's ending balance will be in the BLACK! How they got there was through membership fees (although they don't charge members for any out of pocket fees over and above insurance payments) and charging Non-Members for all excess fees that are not covered by insurance.

In 2014 they didn't ask for additional donations during their membership drive, yet they received $3,700 in extra funds. In 2015, after asking for any extra donations when possible, it resulted in a $44,000 bump in extra income. This helped pay down the deficit. The new Membership Application now has a place included for additional donations, if you so desire (remember, this is a tax deductible donation). Another really easy way to support The North Fork Ambulance is through our City Market Value Cards. Just tell City Market you'd like to add the North Fork Ambulance as your charity by calling 1-800-847-0683. Provide them with “Code 69893”. City Market will then contribute a small amount to this charitable account once you've signed up. (NOTE: YOUR GAS POINTSWILL NOT BE AFFECTED!) Another agency that works with them as well is Amazon Smile. If you use this service then sign on at “Smile.Amazon.com”. Use your existing Amazon account, add The North Fork Ambulance to your charity list and they will pay the North Form Ambulance .5% benefits. Neither of these avenues will cost you a thing, but it will mean the world to our Ambulance service. For more information on this matter contact Kathy Steckel at 970-234-6169.  The Ambulance service recently mailed out just under 5,000 Brochures & Applications thanks to the help of their “70 Network Volunteers”. If you are looking for something to do they are always happy for the help! They normally receive 80% of their membership renewals between mid-September and mid-October. They currently have 1,800 members, but would love to have that number closer to 2,500 (or over would be even greater.  Everyone is invited to any of the upcoming “Hands-On CPR Classes” being offered at the Hotchkiss Fire Department. The dates are Oct 8th, Nov 19, or Dec 17th. Contact Dawnette Simpson at 970-872-4688 or by email: network@northforkambulance.com if you'd like to participate in one of these classes. You too could help save a life!
Kris Stewart with Delta County Sheriff’s Department Neighborhood watch program – Citizens set up and the Sheriff meets with the committee monthly .  You can divide town up into sections.  Then you make someone on the block the captain.  Then you set up a board, board meets monthly to see what the needs are.  This is not for code enforcement, neighbor’s watch each other house.  Need to encourage citizens to call dispatch.  Or Crime Stoppers.  If we have a lot of participation the sheriff will help pay for signs.  Check it out Neighborhood watch Facebook page for Hotchkiss.   

Tami Meck from the DCI asks if someone is going to spear head this Neighborhood watch.

We are hoping that we have someone in the town wants to head it up.

Non agenda Items

John Paton addresses Jay Ziegler since he thinks that the financial future of the town is contingent to marijuana.   Kids are getting sick and I don’t need money, and the town doesn’t need money that bad from an enterprise like that.   How are people going to be able to afford it?   Tammy Broughton said, “ You would be appalled at how many people grow marijuana.  John said that he wouldn’t be appalled.    Tammy Broughton says “all right I am going to say something right now!  You all need to go on the internet and research what it does for people, period.”  As Tammy was leaving the meeting she said “You guys are blind, you don’t want to listen to anything.  John Paton says, “Don’t come back.”  Tammy “Oh I will be back John!” and John said, “Don’t bother”

Bruce reports that we are having Gary Pottet check out the plow.  Gary said that he thought the truck needs a major tune up.  Estimate to repair is less than $1000.  Gary will be here on Thursday to work on the truck.  

County will patch cedar, I street and Fir Ave will be patched on Monday.  Al worked at the spring and we will be doing the tour of the spring on the 28th.  

Bruce met with Greg Powers the water commissioner and the spring is steady  130-135 200 GPM

Security cameras are in he will get them installed asap.

The GOCO grant is just a planning/engineering grant it doesn’t pay for the job to be done.  He wanted to know if the town wanted him to go ahead with the grant application.  They will vote on it at the October 5th meeting.  Bruce stated that it would be less expensive to hire someone local to plan and do the sidewalks.  We have money in the CTF to do projects like that. 
Chriss Watters – Chamber is doing a great job.  They recruited 2 new members this week.

Hetty Todd Ask if we should make a better fence around the chlorine house.  Bruce said that it would not be a bad idea. 

Wanda Gofforth reports that She and Cally went to the CML meeting in Montrose and they talked about Co work space and new legislation.   Co Work is for rejuvenating old buildings.  We also attended the DC emergency preparedness meeting and learned that we need some ordinances for the Town emergency plan.  

Meeting adjourned 8:30pm 

